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CITY-COUNTY COMMON MEETING 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 19, 2019 

COUNTY-CITY BUILDING 555 SOUTH 10TH STREET 
ROOM 113 - BILL LUXFORD STUDIO 

11:00 A.M. - 12:00 P.M. 
 

Location Announcement of Nebraska Open Meetings Act: A copy of the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
is located on the wall at the back of the room 

 
Present: Deb Schorr, Common Vice Chair; Sean Flowerday, Rick Vest and Christa Yoakum, County 
Commissioners; James Michael Bowers, Richard Meginnis, Jane Raybould, Bennie Shobe, Tammy 
Ward, Sandra Washington, City Council Members 
 
Absent: Roma Amundson, County Commissioner; Roy Christensen, City Council Member; and Leirion 
Gaylor Baird, Mayor 
 
Others Present: Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative Officer; Dan Nolte, County Clerk; and Leslie 
Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advance public notice of the Board of Commissioners Staff Meeting was posted on the County-City 
Building bulletin board and the Lancaster County, Nebraska web site and provided to the media on    
November 18, 2019. 
 
The Vice Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 11:02 a.m.  
Roll call attendance was taken. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF COMMON MEETING MINUTES OF JUNE 4, 2018 
 
MOTION:  Shobe moved and Ward seconded approval of the June 4, 2018 Common Meeting 
minutes.  Schorr, Flowerday, Vest, Yoakum, Bowers, Meginnis, Raybould, Shobe, Ward, and 
Washington voted yes.  Amundson, Christensen and Gaylor Baird were absent.  Motion carried 10-0. 

 
2. ELECTION OF OFFICERS - Election of City-County Common Officers 
 
The Vice Chair opened nominations for Chair. 
 
MOTION:  Shobe moved and Ward seconded to nominate Jane Raybould as Chair of the 2020 City-
County Common. 
 
Raybould accepted the nomination and proposed the Common move to quarterly meetings. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Schorr, Flowerday, Vest, Yoakum, Bowers, Meginnis, Raybould, Shobe, Ward, and 
Washington voted yes.  Amundson, Christensen and Gaylor Baird were absent.  Motion carried 10-0. 
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved to nominate Rick Vest as Vice Chair of the 2020 City-County Common. 



Page 2 of 3 

 

MOTION:  Vest moved to nominate Roma Amundson as Vice Chair of the 2020 City-County 
Common. 
 
Flowerday withdrew his nomination and seconded Vest’s motion.  
 
The Vice Chair restated the motion to nominate Roma Amundson as Vice Chair of the 2020 City-
County Common. 
 
ROLL CALL:  Schorr, Flowerday, Vest, Yoakum, Bowers, Meginnis, Raybould, Shobe, Ward, and 
Washington voted yes.  Amundson, Christensen and Gaylor Baird were absent.  Motion carried 10-0. 
 
3. PLACE MATTERS 3.0, COMMUNITY MAPPING OF DATA RELATED TO HEALTH 

FACTORS AND OUTCOMES - Lori Seibel, President, Community Health Endowment; Pat 
Lopez, Interim Director, Lincoln Lancaster County Health Department; Raju Kakarlapudi, 
Health Department Epidemiologist 

 
Seibel reviewed the Place Matters 2019 presentation (Exhibit A). 
 
Concerning poverty, it is increasing in all directions. Seibel defined poverty as earning $25,000 or less 
per year for a family of four. 
 
Raybould asked if areas with uninsured populations of more than 20% represent those who make too 
much to qualify for Medicaid but not enough to qualify for other insurance plans.  Seibel answered 
poverty levels make insurance deductibles difficult to afford. 
 
Seibel stressed access to health care is crucial as there is a correlation between uninsured individuals 
and fewer regular doctor visits. 
 
Regarding tobacco use, there has been a reduction in tobacco use; however, vaping has increased.  
Seibel stated 27.4% of Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) youth have reported vaping this year. 
 
Concerning childhood obesity, the rates have declined, however there are still areas of high obesity 
rates.  Aerobic fitness is an important indicator of health. 
 
Additionally, access to healthy food has been improved upon.  Healthy food choices were added in 
convenience stores and markets in areas with limited access to healthy food.  Also, a healthy food 
truck is available in areas with both the lowest healthy food scores and the lowest vehicle access.  
That food is made available from the Food Bank of Lincoln. 
 
Seibel noted there is a 20-year difference in life expectancy between different areas of Lincoln. 
 
A Place Matters 2019 map was also distributed (Exhibit B). 
 
Kakarlapudi reviewed his presentation on community data from Census Tracts 4 and 5 (Exhibit C).  
He noted more than 70% of the individuals in Census Tract 5 spend more than 30% of their annual 
income on rent.  Flowerday said high income housing was added in the Haymarket area during this 
timeframe. 
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Kakarlapudi stated a new reporting tool will be available in 2020 where a user can view various data 
points and Geographic Information System (GIS) mapping along with the Census Tracts in real time. 
 
When asked if anyone knows how much it would cost to invest in early childhood programs, Seibel 
answered it would mean a community shift and supporting investments in such programs.  Yoakum 
added it was a large component of the LPS Superintendent Facility Use study. 
 
Flowerday inquired what would be one thing to change in the community to which Seibel said she 
would increase the community’s education level regarding brain science, Kakarlapudi answered 
reducing smoking and vaping, and Lopez said extending the home visitation program. 
 
A handout on the Community Health Endowment of Lincoln was also distributed (Exhibit D). 
 
4. CITIES FOR CITIZENSHIP - Christa Yoakum, Lancaster County Commissioner 
 
Yoakum stated she attended the Cities for Citizenship conference.  This is a movement where cities 
actively help individuals achieve United States citizenship and is part of the Partnership for New 
Americans.  South Sioux City is the only city in Nebraska who is participating.  Cities for Citizenship 
tries to address the gap in who is eligible for citizenship and who naturalizes. 
 
Yoakum discussed the New American and Inclusion Prosperity Act that would reduce citizenship fees 
and strengthen future immigration reform.  She noted asylum, naturalization and docket fees among 
others are increasing. 
 
Additionally, Yoakum noted the City of Lincoln is part of the Cities for Action and the Welcoming 
America/Welcoming Cities programs.  The New Americans task force will present data to the City 
Council and the County Board. 
 
Materials from the Cities for Citizenship conference were distributed (Exhibits E and F). 
 
5. REVIEW OF COMMON BY-LAWS 
 
Schorr proposed quarterly meetings in February, May, August and November of 2020 alternating 
between the third Mondays at 1:00 p.m. and the third Tuesdays at 11:00 a.m.  It was the consensus 
of the group for the February meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 18 at 11:00 a.m. 
 
Raybould encouraged the group to submit ideas for February agenda topics. 
 
6. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Washington moved and Shobe seconded to adjourn at 12:06 p.m.  The motion carried 
unanimously. 
 
 
Submitted by Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 


























































































































































































































